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COVID-19 IMPACT AND RESPONSE
FUNDRAISING UPDATE
We are extremely grateful for the continued efforts of the teams in SA, UK, USA and
andBeyond, for raising an outstanding $490,409 towards our COVID-19 response initiatives.
We are overwhelmed by the outpouring of support for the 73 communities in which we are active, during
this time. The below table provides a breakdown of the amounts raised/pledged and the current calculated
costs of need, by each category and location.
SA

Namibia

Botswana

Mozambique

Tanzania

Kenya

Clinic Support
Required

$56,687

$6,040

$14,635

$3,131

Raised 20 July

$56,687

$6,040

$18,751

$3,131

Access to Water
Required

$79,381

$19,825

Raised 20 July

$68,129

$19,825

Food Assistance
Required

$133,600

$19,700

$15,000

$85,817

$ 58,066

Raised 20 July

$133,600

$15,994

$12,897

$54,742

$ 29,864

Business Support
Required

$39,744

Raised 20 July

$27,043

School PPE
Required

$2,600

$880

$10,000

Raised 20 July

$2,134

$530

$8,396

Classrooms
Required
Raised 20 July

$113,929

$28,290

$17,835

$14,811 of the donation from shareholders has yet to be allocated, and does not reflect in the above table, but will be prioritised for most urgent needs that arise in coming months.

Needs are continuously evolving. As we work in close collaboration with Governments and other key
stakeholders, collaborative efforts are increasing the impact that we have, and affecting the disbursement of
our funds. The beauty of our COVID-19 Community Resilience Fund is that it is largely agile and so, for
example, in Uibis community Namibia, and on Benguerra Island Mozamique, there have been occasions
when the leadership structures have indicated that this month they have other support, and we are able to
plan for a month ahead and adjust out fundraising targets accordingly.
Community need has also changed as the COVID-19 environment has changed. With the reopening of
schools we are addressing different immediate, and longer-term, challenges to those that were our focus
three months ago. We are dedicating time to engaging with communities to reflect on lessons already
learnt, even as the pandemic continues to unfold.
As an organisation our community development focus areas have always been healthcare, education, rural
business development, and have continued to be so, while our ways of overcoming acute shocks have been
tested, and our plans for building a resilience that lasts has been put under the spotlight. We are extremely
proud of everything that has been achieved in a short time, thanks to your generosity and belief in our
ability to support communities in the most impactful way, and we are proud to be well positioned to
evaluate and evolve to improve our effectiveness as a sustainable development organization.

COVID-19 IMPACT AND RESPONSE
SOUTH AFRICA:
MPUMALANGA & KWAZULU NATAL PROVINCES
COVID-19 Update for South Africa:

COVID-19 Related Funds Raised
and Required

As of the 1st of June, South Africa remains in Level 3
Lockdown restrictions. This level was amended on the 12th of July to
place a ban once more on alcohol and place a curfew from 9pm until
4am in an effort to ease demand for hospital beds. This is likely in repose
to the huge surge in coronavirus cases between June 22 and July 6 –
which saw the doubling of cases from 100,000 to 200,000. The number
as of the 20th July is 364, 328 cases and 5,033 deaths. Provincial travel
restrictions remain in place under Level 3, to hopefully reduce the
geographical spread of the virus to rural areas of the country. KwaZulu
Natal has 43 ,000 and Mpumalanga with 7,000 confirmed cases to date.

• $68,129 has been
raised for access to
water initiatives.
• $133,600 has been
raised for food
assistance
• $56,687 raised for
medical supplies and
screening stations.
$12,565 is still
required to support
COVID responses in
South Africa

Borehole drilling in Lillydale at
A HI Kuseni Crèche, MPU

Borehole drilling at Masingita
Crèche, MPU

Africa Foundation COVID-19 Response:
Access to Water
Funds have been raised for critical water supply repairs and new boreholes. Since the last report, 2 boreholes in
Mpumalanga have been repaired and new 3 boreholes have been drilled. The need is ongoing and significant funds
have been allocated to water supply for coming months.
115 Hippo Water Rollers have been funded and ordered and will be distributed in August. The identification of the
specific households with the greatest need has ensured that the rollers will be allocated fairly.
MPUMALANGA WATER SUPPLY PRIORITES
1. Jongilanga Primary School – new Borehole
2. Lillydale Community Borehole rehabilitations
3. Kildare Community - Borehole rehabilitations
4. Clare A Community - 2 x Borehole rehabilitations
5. Islington Community - 2 x Borehole rehabilitations
6. Gottenburg Community - 2 x Borehole rehabilitations
7. Newington C Community - 2 x Borehole rehabilitations
8. Lillydale B Community - Pump and tank installations
9. Belfast Clinic - Repairs, plumbing, gutters and tanks
10. Kildare HBC Centre - new borehole

KWAZULU NATAL WATER SUPPLY PRIORITES
1. Sidingimfundo Secondary School- Borehole rehabilitations
2. Sicelokuhle crèche - Borehole rehabilitations
3. Madlaka High School - new Borehole
4. Isandlasenkosi High School - Borehole rehabilitations
5. Dibhankomo Community - New borehole and dip for livestock
6. Mduku Community – new Borehole
7. Nqobizizwe Community (Mnqobokazi) - new Borehole
8. Mgwenya (Mduku) – new Borehole

COVID-19 IMPACT AND RESPONSE
SOUTH AFRICA:
MPUMALANGA & KWAZULU NATAL PROVINCES
CONT.
Food Assistance
Food relief parcels have continued to be
distributed in Mpumalanga and KZN. In the
last fortnight 628 parcels were disseminated
to the most vulnerable households, identified
through 28 creches. Goods are packed in reusable tote bags made by the crafters at
KuHumelela Craft Market, which serve to
limit single-use plastic, provides households
with a practical and sturdy bag, and also
support the rural craft market business.
Pictured right is an example of a standard
food parcel containing maize, sugar, rice,
cooking oil, canned sardines, bakes beans,
peanut butter, salt, and cleaning/hygiene
products including toothpaste and allpurpose cleaners.
Sustainable Food Support
“The best time to plant a tree was 20
years ago, the second-best time is now”
In providing food parcels Africa Foundation
has been responding to immediate needs
created by an unforeseen crisis. This is not
our normal activity, but rather our role is to
build community resilience to shocks. The
experiences of the last few months have
highlighted some critical weaknesses that still
exist in our communities, and while our
generous donors enabled us to provide rapid
responses, we continue to work closely with
community leadership structures on
developing sustainable initiatives which will
improve food security in the future. One plan
is the expansion of the support we have
previously provided to schools, HomeBased-Care centres and creches to develop
their own vegetable gardens. Another is to
prioritise the construction of kitchen
infrastructure at schools which enables those
schools to qualify for the Government
School Nutrition programme.

Clinics
We continue to reach 15 clinics with sanitizer and PPE
supplies. In KZN, we continue to work with Department of
Health on establishing screening sites at clinics. Gazebos
have been purchased along with screening equipment for
staff and clinic patients prior to entering the clinic.

Top: Food parcel
handover in
KwaNgwenya, KZN;
Left: Contents of
food parcels
Below: Creche based
handovers
throughout the 23
communities Africa
Foundation supports
in Mpumalanga.

COVID-19 IMPACT AND RESPONSE
SOUTH AFRICA:
CRAFTERS AND CONTRACTORS PROGRAMME
Crafters Update:
Since the re-opening and re-pivoting strategy implemented at KuHumelela Craft Centre (KCC) in early May,
the 15 women who work there have been producing facemasks, bags, and soon buffs, almost continuously.
The strategy behind training these women to sew facemasks was to tap into the new global – and urgentneed brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. In South Africa, the wearing of facemasks is mandatory in
public places, and many countries over the world are doing the same. With most medical grade masks
reserved for use solely in medical facilities, suddenly, citizens and businesses the world over are finding the
need to have a stock of reliable cloth facemasks. We knew the market was there for facemasks, but we have
nevertheless been happily surprised at how successful this new venture turned out for KCC.
KCC sold over R40,000 worth of masks in their first month of production alone, and they continued to
receive both retail and wholesale orders throughout June and July. Prior to the development of
the contractor and crafter programme, all of these women were earning no income, and COVID-19 looked
likely to plummet them back into poverty had they not been able to embrace this new sales opportunity.
They are now superseding their sales target for the year- without a single tourist visiting their market!
The same training that was given to the women at KCC, is now currently underway at a second craft market
in Mpumalanga - Bohlabela Craft Centre (BCC). Donor funding has now enabled the purchase of additional
sewing machines and related tools at BCC, and we hope to see similar outcomes for the women who work
there that we saw at KCC.

Crafters a BCC ready for training

Crafters a KCC busy making masks

COVID-19 Related Funds Raised and Required
• $7,043 donated for food parcels and business
development support for zero income crafters
and contractors
• $20,000 has been allocated to contractor
project development to create work
opportunities
$3,000 worth of orders each month

Total
orders for
masks

Total
orders for
bags

Total
orders for
buffs

R113,920

R54,600

R80,000
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SOUTH AFRICA:
CRAFTERS AND CONTRACTORS PROGRAMME
Meet the women of KCC
Brenda
Before lockdown both Brenda and her husband were bringing some money into the
home. Now her husband’s salary has been reduced 50%. Brenda’s job at KuHumelela had
been improving life at home and giving her ‘a sense of belonging’. Since COVID-19 all of
Brenda’s children are at home and eating more food from the household, while at the
same time they have had less money coming in to buy groceries. Her main concern is
that COVID-19 appears to be a long-term problem and may affect the children’s
schooling and their ability to manage financially at home. When Brenda learned that
KuHumelela was reopening, she was ‘very happy’. Even though there would be no guests,
who she enjoyed interacting with, she is pleased to be among the crafters again, who
motivate and support each other. It is also a weight off to know that she is earning again.
Delisiwe
Delisiwe lives with nine people in total: her husband and their three children, and her in-laws,
husbands' brother, wife and child. The household depends on Delisiwe and her parents in law
who are the only ones bringing home an income. Her income from the craft market meant
that there was money after buying the basics, to purchase clothes and uniform for the
children. Lockdown has meant that everybody is at home all day, and there is more demand
for food. Meanwhile, Delisiwe has been concerned over their limited budget and stressed
about the future without tourists coming to the craft centre. Delisiwe says that she ‘missed
work’ and ‘missed the sense of belonging’ she felt at the craft market. She is grateful that the
centre has been able to reopen with new orders, ensuring an income to help with providing
the basics for everyone at home.

COVID AND CONSERVATION
South Africa:
ECHO/ EEP
The ECHO Programme, formally known as EEP, has been an established
conservation programme in primary schools in KZN. However, due to the
COVID-19 related lockdowns nationwide, and the closure of schools for the first
half of 2020, the ECHO programme has not been able to continue in its normal
fashion. During this time though, Africa Foundation has used money received from
donors for ECHO to expand this programme academically and create a high-school
level ECHO curriculum. Not only will ECHO be expanded to high school, but it
will also be expanded geographically to schools n Mpumalamga. Due to COVID,
much of the practicalities of this will be executed in 2021.

In the meantime Africa Foundation retains our goal to ensure that during these times of increasing strain on
communities, the conservation message continues to reverberate. This is particularly important in the absence
of ECHO in schools for like the rest of the year. The craft markets of KCC and BCC will be making ECHO
branded buffs to be distributed among school children in South Africa. The impact is multiple – the crafters have
work and opportunity to continue to earn an income, local children receive free buffs which they are happy to
wear and keep them safe, and finally, the conservation message continues to live in the community.

COVID-19 IMPACT AND RESPONSE
BOTSWANA:
GOGOMOGA, TSUTSUBEGA, SEXAXA
COVID-19 Update for Botswana:

COVID-19 Response:

Botswana has only had one death from COVID, with the
total COVID cases at a relatively low 522 as of the 20th July, likely
due in part to Botswana's strict lockdown regulations. The
President of Botswana declared a State of Public Emergency to
extend for 6 months starting on the 2nd April 2020 an ending on
the 2nd October 2020. While tight regulations have been
successful and will likely continue to keep the spread of COVID
contained compared to other nations, there will also likely
continue to be a devastating effect on the country’s economy and
tourism industry.

Food Assistance
During the first week of July, food relief was delivered to 143 identified households in Tsutsubega and Gogomoga.
Africa Foundation anticipate needing to support these communities for a further 2 months, with food parcels
which will be sourced locally. Thanks to the andBeyond Maun and Xaranna teams for managing this initiative.

Water Relief
Work is also underway on the boreholes for Tsutsubega
and Gogomoga communities. The drilling is complete for
both sites and the parts for the solar system which will
power the borehole pumps have been obtained. It is
hoped that the boreholes will be operational by the end of
July, providing much needed sources of water to the
approximately 900 people living in these isolated
communities.
More about this project can be found on andBeyond’s
website: https://www.andbeyond.com/impact/our-impactplatforms/africa-foundation/in-search-of-water/

COVID-19 Related Funds Raised and Required
• $19,825 was raised for the Tsustsubega
borehole.
• $12,897 has been donated towards food relief.
• $530 for masks for school children
$300 for food relief.
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NAMIBIA:
UIBIS COMMUNITY
COVID-19 Update for Namibia:
Namibia currently has 1,344 cases of COVID and 2 deaths as of the 20th
July. The country has seen lockdown restrictions fluctuate over time and
according to region. The area within which Africa Foundation work in
Namibia is the Hardap Regions, which, as of writing, has just 6 confirmed
cases of COVID-19. Schools remain closed - estimated to reopen on the
3rd August.

COVID-19 Response:
Food Assistance
In April, the Control Administrative officer for Daweb requested assistance from
Africa Foundation with food relief parcels for the small town of Ubis. Daweb
constituency is one of the most remote and underdeveloped areas in Namibia with
marginalized communities and lies within one of the key areas affected by food
insecurity. Almost 400 households within and immediately surrounding the town
of Uibis were identified as in acute need of food assistance. Africa Foundation
distributed parcels in June to these households. In July, the government was able to
aid this small town with their own food parcels, and as a result our July
distribution was postponed, and the next distribution of food parcels will be in
August.

COVID-19 Related Funds
Raised and Required
• $15,900 raised
towards food
relief for Uibis
community.
$3,800 towards
food relief

MOZAMBIQUE:
BENGUERRA ISLAND
COVID-19 Update for Mozambique:
The Government of Mozambique officially confirmed the first COVID-19
case on the 22 March. As of July 20, 2020, Mozambique has 1,435
confirmed cases of COVID-19, and 10 deaths. The country is in a Level 3
State of Emergency, with extensive restrictions still in place. It was
extended on the 30th June until the 29th July.

COVID-19 Response:
Food Assistance:
In June, $12,000 worth of food supplies were delivered to over 400
households, identified as having no income, on Benguerra and Magaruque
Island. Since then, the government of Mozambique also provided food
relief, enabling Africa Foundation to postpone the delivery of food supplies
scheduled for July to be delivered in August instead. Likewise, the funds
allocated for August and September will be moved to September and
October. This assistance from the government will mean that Africa
Foundation will be able to continue to distribute food parcels to these
households for longer. We expect to be providing support in some form
at least through to the end of the year.

• $6,040 for clinic supplies.
• $54,742 raised for food
parcels
$31,075 required to
continue food support.

COVID-19 IMPACT AND RESPONSE
TANZANIA:
MAINLAND AND ZANZIBAR

COVID-19 Update for Tanzania:
Tanzania recorded its first COVID-19 case on the 15th
of March. The most recent data to date is a total of 509
cases and 21 deaths – however the government has not
issued any further updates on the number of cases since
the 9th of May.

COVID-19 Response:
Schools
After a period of closure, schools in Tanzania reopened on
29th June. The Government issued instructions to schools
about what was required for them to re-open and operate
safely. However with no additional budget, the onus is on the
school to ensure that these measures are put in place.
In poorer rural communities, it is difficult for schools to meet
the basic resource needs without the burden of extra
pressures, and they therefore are turning to the support of
non-profits and other institutions to assist them. Africa
Foundation is actively supporting 16 schools in Tanzania, and
aims to assist each of these to meet the Government
guidelines through the provision of:
•100L water tanks with taps for hand-washing
•Soap and hand sanitiser supplies
•Surgical masks and gloves
The volumes of above supplied will be adjusted depending on
the size of the school and their specific shortfalls.

COVID-19 Related Funds Raised and Required

Clinics:

• $6,173 raised for COVID-19 related clinic supplies.
• $8,396 has been allocated to PPE for schools
• $12,578 was donated to construct Kigomani Clinic
ablutions.

Africa Foundation has been supporting rural clinics in East Africa with much needed PPE supplies,. To date 6
clinics in Tanzania have received supplies, including infrared thermometers, tapped water buckets, masks,
protective gloves and gowns and sanitisers. We are pleased to report that these rural clinics have not had any
cases of COVID-19, however these supplies are still critical for safe patient management, and Africa Foundation
is in close contact with the clinics to monitor their ongoing needs and assist when necessary.
While we focus presently on the new need for PPE supplies that has surfaced in Tanzania in the schools, we
remain in communication with the clinics to provide additional supplies if required.
Work is complete on the ablution facilities for Kigomani Clinic (pictured above), which has been allocated staff
and supplies by Dept. of Health, ready to open to the public. This is a huge achievement which will reduce the
strain on rural healthcare facilities.
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KENYA:
MASAI MARA TRIANGLE
COVID-19 Update for Kenya:

COVID-19 Response:

To date, Kenya has recorded over 13,353 cases and 234 deaths as of the
20th July. There have been only 20 cases reported in Narok County,
where Africa Foundation is active. However, the rest of Kenya continues
to battle the COVID-19 pandemic with cases steadily rising each day.
Government have locked down a handful of counties including the
capital Nairobi and imposed a night-time curfew as part of containment
efforts. The Kenyan Government has also rolled out mass testing in
virus hot spots, borders remain shut and a ban on public gatherings
continues.

Water Supply to Clinic
In 2018, Africa Foundation raised funds to build a healthcare
clinic, along with a doctor's accommodation in Emurutoto - a
rural community, neighbouring the Mara Triangle, Kenya.
The clinic did not have a direct water supply and
funds donated enabled the development of a filtration system
on the clinic site, to clean water from Emurutoto Water Pan
for use. The water tank which stored filtered water was
dependent on power. In order to pump the water into the
clinic, the Clinical Officer was borrowing a generator
belonging to a nearby church and additionally finding a way of
fueling it with diesel. Thanks to the generosity of an Africa
Foundation donor funds were received to install solar power
to the pump, which now eliminates the need for paid- -forpower sources. This project was able to continue
throughout lockdown, and now this clinic has a clean and
reliable supply of water without the need to use a generator
or pay for diesel. This is critical as Emurutoto Clinic is one of
only two in the District designated for COVID-19 patients.
There are about 40 million people living in Kenya, of which
about 17 million (43 percent) do not have access to
clean water, proving a significant barrier to appropriate
hygiene practices and COVID-19 prevention. We view
providing access to safe water one as of our top priorities
when addressing further COVID-19 relief work.

Water storage tank and solar panel

Water treatment plant

COVID-19 Related Funds Raised and Required
• $3,131 raised for clinic supplies.
• $29,864 raised towards food relief
$28,202 required for ongoing food relief.

Running water inside the clinic
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PREPARING FOR THE NEW NORMAL
Social distancing in overcrowded schools
As COVID-19 continues to change the way in which we interact with each
other on a daily basis, the future of South Africa classrooms is worth
consideration. Africa Foundation believes there is a need for urgent and
collaborative action to resolve the COVID-19 health risk of classroom
overcrowding. Governments are planning for the ‘new normal’ in a world
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and overcrowding in classrooms raises
worrying questions about how schools can effectively implement social
distancing practices.
Studies have demonstrated that within overcrowded classrooms, the
performance of the educators, and the students are negatively impacted there is less discipline, less interactive learning and high drop-out rates. Rural
schools in Africa have always fared worse than their urban counterparts when
it comes to sufficient infrastructure and it is common for schools in the
communities that Africa Foundation supports to have over 50 students in a
classroom. In the context of COVID-19, overcrowding is no longer only a
major risk for the quality of education, but also for students’ health. But, what
does the inadequacy of infrastructure mean for the school schedules going
forward? Will the school day be split into shifts, reducing the overall
classroom time of a student? Will classes be held outside or in other locations
less conducive to quality teaching? Without doubt, the children already most
deprived of quality education will suffer the greatest as compromises are
made to safely reopen schools.
It has never been more important for Africa Foundation to act fast and
support rural schools with renovations to dilapidated classrooms, and the
construction of new classrooms. It is now a race against time to reduce the
risks posed by congested classrooms and provide children with their inherent
right to quality education in a safe environment.

• $17,935 has been
raised in the last month
for classroom
construction projects.

CURRENT FUNDRAISING INITIATIVES TO HELP REDUCE OVERCROWDING:
Location of project

Project name

Amount still to be raised

Mpumalanga, South Africa

Muchuchi Primary School - 2 new classrooms

USD 5,705

Mpumalanga, South Africa

Kurhula Secondary School - 2 new classrooms

USD 63,263

KZN, South Africa

Ikusasalethu Crèche - 2 new classrooms

USD 27,126

Zanzibar

Mfurumatonga School - Renovations of classrooms

USD 17,000

Serengeti,Tanzania

Mwamalole Pre-School - 2 new classrooms

USD 11,290

Donations can be made through:
SA – EFT and Givengain campaign page. https://www.givengain.com/cc/covid19fund/
UK – Bank transfer and Justgiving page. https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/afuk-covid19
USA – Bank Transfer, Cheque, Website . https://africafoundation.org/donate/?region=USA

